TALKING POINTS

Commonwealth Corps Bill Signing

11-27-07

· I’m glad to be here with all of you today to sign into law the Commonwealth Corps, a state service program to help mobilize people who want to take an active role in their communities.  We at the state level want to, and frankly need to make it easier and more meaningful for people from all walks of life and in every region to find and participate in service opportunities.  That is what we have now with the Commonwealth Corps.
· I want to thank everyone who has helped us to develop and shape this legislation and built a program that will attract individuals to service and help generate a real difference on the ground and in our communities.
· I and my partners in the legislature have an ambitious agenda to help revitalize this Commonwealth after long years of neglect.  But we can’t do it without active citizenship, without genuine engagement of the people all over this Commonwealth and not just on Beacon Hill.    

· I am happy that today we are giving people a real way to plug in and get to work.  And I am very pleased that we were able to get this program in motion in this first year, because of how important it is going to be to our administration and our Commonwealth in the years to come. 
· The Commonwealth Corps will initially challenge 250 Massachusetts citizens of all ages and backgrounds to give a year of service in their community, bringing together people from all walks of life, all ages, economic and ethnic backgrounds, in finding solutions to our unmet needs.  
· Members of the Commonwealth Corps will provide direct service including but not limited to teaching in after-school programs, mentoring underprivileged youth, assisting the elderly and cleaning up parks and beaches. Members will also recruit and organize additional volunteers to meet urgent community needs.  We will be consulting with existing service programs to determine best practices, and ultimately plan to expand Corps membership to 1,000 members.

· Along with greater opportunities for service will be greater opportunities for service learning through our Commonwealth Student Corps.  We will make service learning opportunities part of our state Higher Ed curriculum, to be initially administered in up to five public colleges or universities.  Participating students will work in service opportunities that complement their respective areas of study, allowing us not only to benefit from that extra engagement, but also broadening learning and experiences, accelerating student performance, and promoting at an early age an ethic of service and civic responsibility that can last a lifetime.
· This is all just a beginning. Active citizenship and rebuilding community isn’t about instant solutions. It’s about habits of mind and interaction, and that habit of being about our common interest over the long term.  Massachusetts has a strong history of community service, volunteerism, and civic action and I am proud that the Commonwealth Corps will become a new chapter in that history. Through volunteerism, citizens have the ability to alter lives and communities while also experiencing the pride that comes with such service. I am excited about this new opportunity and look forward to the work ahead. Thank you.
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