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· Thank you for the warm greeting.  I’m glad to welcome you all to the State House and to our annual Travel and Tourism conference.

· Our art, music and cultural ventures, as well as design, architecture, new media and the literary arts, are an important part of the Commonwealth’s total economic picture.  Over 6,100 jobs in the Berkshires come from the creative economy.  In Boston, the creative economy grew at an astounding 11.3% between 1998 and 2002, and continues to grow today.  The creative sector accounts for more than $1.2 billion in business for the North Shore alone.  Travel and tourism, the third largest industry in Massachusetts, is directly connected to our wealth of artistic and cultural offerings.

· Massachusetts now has a significant opportunity to maximize that potential.

· Tourism is the Commonwealth’s third largest industry, and we look at it as vital to our economic future right alongside the life sciences, or clean energy.  At times when economic growth is essential to our shared prosperity, we welcome you here to talk about how we can help you help yourselves.
· I appreciate very clearly how interconnected tourism is with so much of what we do here on Beacon Hill.  The ways that health care reform is especially complex for individuals working in the creative economy, who may not have the administrative support or the regular income typical of other professions.  I recognize the considerable economic impact that reliable roads and bridges can make via access to destinations and attractions.  And we know that some of these are issues apply across the industry, while others – like affordable housing for seasonal workers on the Cape – are regionally unique, and require a targeted focus.

· We are on the move in a lot of places.  Ten new movies were produced last year, thanks to the new Film Tax Credit, and cultural facilities are being restored.  That is providing new jobs for workers in our creative economy and bringing over $200 million in new economic activity to the Commonwealth.

· We’re working very closely with MASSPORT on international air travel in and out of Massachusetts.  We should find ways to bring that economic boost to attractions across the state.  
· And we have presented a plan to extend broadband coverage to every underserved region of the Commonwealth by 2010, so that the communities, schools and markets in those places can connect to the world of ideas and commerce essential to growth in the 21st century. 

· We have a rich collection of historical and cultural assets that have set the stage both for economic growth as well as cultural enrichment.  Visitors are here year round for museums and music, for skiing and snowboarding or art festivals, or even to see the best professional sports teams on the globe.  
· So I want us to use your time with us as a conversation, so that we can determine how we partner to build on all these strengths.  I look forward to learning a lot.  I’m glad to be here.  

