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Thank you, Secretary Nee, for that warm introduction. I am honored to be here on this great day of remembrance.  Happy Veterans Day. I would like to start with a special thanks and welcome to all of our service men and women who are with us here today and a special acknowledgement of all of those who can’t be. To the thousands of Massachusetts’ military personnel currently protecting our interests abroad, I would like to express our gratitude, our pride, and our enduring support.

We, the beneficiaries of these great sacrifices, are endlessly grateful.  We are proud to live in this great nation that you protect.  And though today is a time of special remembrance, we honor you in our hearts each and every day.
 
As President Kennedy once said of our veterans, “we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them.” 
 
We in this Administration understand that too often, our veterans sacrifice so much and get so little in return.  That is why our commitment to our returning servicemen and women has never wavered. 

As the War in Afghanistan draws to an end, we must realize that increased effort is required to make sure that their service does not go unwarranted.  


These courageous servicemen and women risk their lives to protect us every day.  We owe them support consistent with the sacrifices that they make for us.

I am proud that Massachusetts leads the nation in providing veterans’ services. And it’s not because Massachusetts spends more per capita on veterans’ services than any other state, though we do.

The reason Massachusetts is number one in serving our veterans and their families is because this Administration is working every day to improve the benefits and programs that currently exist.   This Administration’s commitment is unwavering and there no greater evidence of that than the through the leadership I have assembled to help guide our priorities.  Special thanks to Edcuation Secretary Matthew Malone, Gulf War Veteran; Health & Human Services Secretary John Polanowicz, veteran of Operation Just Cause; and Veterans’ Services Secretary Coleman Nee, Gulf War Veteran. 


We have supported economically disadvantaged veterans; we have supplied tuition waivers at state colleges and universities; we have expanded our direct outreach through the SAVE crisis intervention team, the SHARP homeless prevention team and our women veterans’ network. 

This year, I signed an Executive Order for small 

businesses owned by disabled veterans to  increase access to 

contracts for public projects in the areas of construction, design 

and goods and services procurement.  We established military 

friendly guidelines for licensing at all Executive Branch agencies 

to assist service members, veterans and their spouses as they 

prepare and apply for work in the Commonwealth.  And through 

the work of the Interagency Council on Housing & Homelessness, 

launched the first in the nation statewide plan to end veterans 

homelessness by 2015.


I am extremely proud of our commitment to providing jobs for 

those veterans when they return home.  We know employment is 

a huge piece of any veterans successful transition back to civilian 

life.  The Human Resources Division launched their Strategic Plan 

to Increase Veterans Employment in the Commonwealth.  Just 

two weeks ago, we announced increased grant incentives for 

companies that want to hire veterans.  And we continue to build 

on unique partnerships with the business community providing 

networking and mentor opportunities to support a veterans 

transition.


Today we also offer a special rememberance to those that served in the first Gulf War.  Massachusetts has approximately 35,000 veterans from the first Gulf War.  There were 294 total deaths from operations associated with Desert Shield or Desert Storm.  Nine of those death were servicemembers either born, raised or have a direct family connection to Massachusetts.  Some of those families are here today and I offer a special thanks to them for their sacrifice and pledge the Commonwealth’s continued support.

That is why today I invite us all to celebrate and remember our veterans.  The veterans from decades past, the veterans recently reunited with their families, and the veterans who will come home as soon as they are able.  America has always been a nation of heroes, and all of our men and women serving overseas, the brave men and women here with us today, and the countless men and women throughout our history that have fought to protect this great nation deserve our utmost respect.  On days like this we express our gratitude, our pride, and our enduring support.  But may we continue to do so not only today, but tomorrow, and forever.  
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