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Good evening, I’m Governor Patrick. 


I’m sorry I can’t be with you all tonight but I would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to the medical professionals and 
healthcare institutions who have cared for and continue to care for 
those impacted by the Boston Marathon bombings.  Your 
professionalism and kind-heartedness has been critical to the 
healing of our community.  You were not only courageous in 
[bookmark: _GoBack]the face of tragedy, you are heroes every day.  I would also like to thank the Schwartz Center for making compassionate healthcare a priority throughout each and every year.


The horrific events of Marathon Monday brought such tragedy and devastation - the deaths of three innocents from the blasts and of an MIT police officer five days later; the brutal and in some cases profound injury of hundreds of others; the shock to us 
all.  The senselessness of it all, even now, is hard to absorb.


And yet in some ways Marathon Monday and the days following brought out the best in our community:  the EMTs, volunteers and bystanders who rushed to aid and comfort the victims; the medical professionals who made the world’s best care better and lost not one patient who made it to hospital; the law enforcement team -- federal, state and local -- and the National Guard who committed to resolving this crime and doing so collaboratively.  The everyday people who, in their own private ways, showed repeated acts of kindness, compassion and courage. 


Out of the dust of tragedy, the spirit of community emerged.  It might just have been our finest hour because we showed the 
world -- and each other -- that nothing can defeat that spirit.  


Thank you for being part of that community and part of the spirit that rose out of the tragedy at the Marathon.  I hope you have a wonderful evening.

