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7-28-08

In November of last year, when the Speaker, the Senate President and I first submitted biofuels legislation and launched an Advanced Biofuels Task Force, the price of a gallon of regular gasoline in Massachusetts was $2.96.  Home heating oil cost $3.05 a gallon.  Today, gas prices are over $4 a gallon, and heating oil is approaching $5.  The economic case for breaking our exclusive reliance on oil is even more compelling today.  The environmental case has been clear for some time.  
The bill I’m signing today puts Massachusetts on the road toward a solution.  The Clean Energy Bio-Fuels Act will make Massachusetts a leader in developing alternatives that are less polluting and less subject to foreign markets.  

This bill also moves us toward smarter alternatives.  Up to now, the only alternative to gasoline has been ethanol made from corn.  That has had serious impact on food prices, and raised serious questions about whether corn-based fuel reduces greenhouse gas emissions. 
Our Clean Energy Bio-Fuels Act will encourage the next generation of alternative fuels. The biofuels promoted by this law will meet the strictest standards for greenhouse gas reduction over their entire lifecycle, and will move us away from food crops in favor of cellulosic biofuels – made from forest products, organic waste, and crops like switchgrass.  Cellulosic ethanol takes less energy and fertilizer to produce than corn-based ethanol, so it won’t pit fuel production against food production.  
This law makes Massachusetts the first state in the nation to give developers of cellulosic biofuels an incentive to bring their products to market.  That means companies like this one.  Mascoma is one of the leading companies in the chase to make cellulosic biofuels commercially viable.  We wish them well, and we want them to grow right here in Massachusetts.  

This new law exempts cellulosic biofuels from the state gasoline tax.

It also mandates the use of biofuels in diesel and home heating fuel, requiring minimum percentages of biofuel blended into all of these fuels that are sold in Massachusetts.  We are the first state to create such a requirement for heating fuel.  
Finally, this legislation requires Massachusetts to develop a Low Carbon Fuel Standard, which will provide an incentive for all technologies that reduce greenhouse gas emissions from vehicle fuels, and to promote it across the Northeast.  This could mean more and better biofuels; it could mean plug-in hybrids and all-electric vehicles; it could mean technologies as yet undiscovered.  As a result, Massachusetts is only the second state in the nation, after California, to commit to a Low Carbon Fuel Standard, and the first to take on the challenge of regional leadership to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from vehicle use. 

This bill puts us one step closer to realizing a clean energy future for the Commonwealth.  The Green Communities Act will revolutionize the market for electricity in Massachusetts, saving money for businesses and consumers and expanding the adoption of clean, renewable power.  The Oceans Act will help us tap the potential for wind, wave, and tidal power offshore, even as we preserve our natural resources through a first-in-the-nation ocean management plan.  And now comes the Clean Energy Bio-Fuels Act, legislation which will make Massachusetts a national leader in the advanced biofuels of the future.  I thank the Speaker and the Senate President for supporting this vision and sharing in the leadership on this agenda.
I want to thank Secretary Bowles, Assistant Secretary David Cash and the members of the Advanced Biofuels Task Force, who held hearings across the state and dove deeply into the science, the economics, and the controversies associated with this issue.  Their final report captures the state of current knowledge on biofuels, and significantly influenced this bill.  But it also leaves no doubt about the value of developing an advanced biofuels industry here – $280 million to $1 billion a year for the Massachusetts economy by 2025, hundreds of temporary and thousands of permanent construction jobs, and sharp reduction in our reliance on petroleum imports.  

I have to acknowledge one other partner in this particular effort.  It was Congressman Bill Delahunt who encouraged the three of us – implored us, in fact – to take up the cause of biofuels at the state level, just as he was doing at the federal.  Without his effort, his persistence and his enthusiasm, we would not be here today. 
We mean to put Massachusetts at the cutting edge of the clean energy future.  This bill is a big step forward.  I am proud to sign it, and to share this moment with all of you. 

Thank you. 
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