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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Activist, pacifist and driving force behind the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s, the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was born on January 15th eighty years ago in Atlanta, Georgia; and

W

hereas Throughout his life and work, Dr. King recognized the power of service to strengthen communities and achieve common goals, once remarking that “Everybody can be great because everybody can serve”; and 

W

hereas Initiated by Congress in 1994, the King Day of Service builds on that legacy by transforming the federal holiday honoring Dr. King into a national day of community service grounded in his teachings of nonviolence and social justice; and 
W

hereas Massachusetts is helping lead the way by calling to action individuals and organizations from every sector to  commit to social justice and promote volunteerism; and 

W

hereas During this weekend, we encourage all citizens of the Commonwealth to take the time to  reach out to our neighbors in need, by providing a helping hand, working in a food pantry or shelter, donating clothing or volunteering in our communities, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim January 17th – 19th, 2009 to be,
Martin Luther King, Jr., 

Weekend of Service 
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this fifteenth day of January, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.
               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
