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· I want to thank all of you for the work you have put in to make this happen.  This groundbreaking today represents the best of what this Commonwealth has to offer, and the best of what this Commonwealth is all about.  

· Our high concentration of brainpower, venture capital, and long tradition of entrepreneurial spirit, combined with world-class facilities, researchers, practitioners and highly-skilled workers have made Massachusetts home to the strongest life sciences supercluster on the globe.  With this new $100 million investment, and the dedication and effort of the 100 new people it will employ, we step even further ahead in our global leadership.

· But this is not just a matter of science and economics.  My mother suffered from Lupus.  My mother-in-law suffers with Alzheimer’s and diabetes.  I meet people every day who have spinal injuries and debilitating diseases and are looking for a reason to hope.  You cannot be in the company of someone you love, powerless to help them, without appreciating the vital importance of stem cell research and other possible breakthroughs.  The growth of this sector is that rare opportunity where the health of society and industry are very closely linked.  
· Today we expand our capacity to improve the quality of human lives.  The research performed in this facility will help combat infectious diseases and cancer.  That ability to serve both our economic interests and address broader human needs is why the life sciences are central to my economic vision for this Commonwealth.  

· This week we welcome over 20,000 members of the biotech and life science community from all around the world.  Today we send a clear signal to that world wide audience about the unique opportunities for investment and expansion here in Massachusetts – and the spirit of collaboration in which we will move forward.  We have shown our willingness to bring robust growth to the life sciences sector, and advance the ideas and innovations that lead to better lives for people here and around the world.

· We can create lasting, high-wage jobs and in the process serve the economic, human, and community bottom lines that mark genuine prosperity for Massachusetts.  And I commend all of you for your hard work on that and look forward to a long and productive partnership.
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