TALKING POINTS

Energy and Environment Bond Bill Event
12-21-07
· Forward-looking environmental stewardship policies involving the innovative strategies, cutting edge thinking, and new developments.  Protecting what we already have.

· I’m glad to here today to announce the filing of AN ACT…,  This $1.4 billion, 5-year bond bill is another piece of our comprehensive efforts at environmental stewardship, innovat 

· The investments in this bill will be used for broad open-space and waterway conservation, supporting the work of our Department of Conservation and Recreation, and to promote innovative energy policies.  This is another step in our comprehensive efforts at environmental stewardship 
· This represents the largest environmental bond bill in the history of Massachusetts.  It will address many long-overdue needs across a broad range of agencies within the Executive office of Energy and Environment

· What we are really talking about here is an investment in the quality of life here in Massachusetts.  I’m talking about investing in the landscapes that give our countryside its beauty, and the cherished parks and beaches that put nature no more than a short drive away even for city dwellers. 
· I’m talking about living up to our responsibility to maintain the bridges that span our rivers, and to continually enhance the facilities we rely on for public use and enjoyment. 

· In recent years, the Commonwealth’s investment in land preservation has fallen to historic lows, and its neglect of infrastructure and facilities of public enjoyment has become shameful.

· This is the largest environmental bond bill in Massachusetts history.  It is twice the size of the most recent environmental bond bill, enacted five years ago.  That makes it a complicated piece of legislation. But this bond bill really tells a very simple story. 
· It rekindles our state’s commitment to preserving the natural beauty of the Massachusetts landscape for generations to come. 

· In land conservation, this bond bill authorizes borrowing of up to $355 million, in support of our commitment to spend at least $50 million a year for the next five years – that’s up from $250 million in authorization in the 2002 environmental bond bill, and up from an average of $30 million in annual spending on land preservation in the last four years. 
· Land conservation cuts across several different agencies and many programs. But going forward, we will be focusing on three priorities: 

· Commonwealth Urban Parks: visionary urban parks located in neighborhoods where outdoor recreation is lacking

· Commonwealth Habitat Reserves: saving the remaining large, undisturbed blocs of natural habitat for future generations and as destinations for “green tourism”

· Commonwealth Working Landscapes: preserving agricultural and forest lands as viable enterprises that also maintain the rural landscape of Massachusetts

· What does a commitment of more than $50 million a year translate into? In terms of quantity, $50 million should preserve roughly 15,000 acres – an area the size of Duxbury – each year. 
· The other commitment represented by this bond bill is to maintain and enhance the core assets of the Department of Conservation and Recreation, which have been sorely neglected in the past. 
· For DCR, the bond bill provides authorization for $628 million of investment in capital assets and properties. These include: 

· Priority transportation bridges ($250 million)

· Maintenance and improvement of urban parkways ($75 million)

· $213 million for improvements at state parks, urban reservations, harbor islands, hiking and biking trails, swimming pools, skating rinks, and campgrounds
· Nearly $100 million for investments in state-owned dams, for flood control, and for remediation of 
· This bond authorization supports an annual investment of $125 million a year in DCR parks, parkways, bridges, beaches, and recreational facilities. 

· Among the DCR projects that will be completed under five-year plan:

· Charles River bridges (Craigie Dam Bridge, Craigie Drawbridge, BU Bridge)

· Woods Memorial Bridge, Everett

· Upper Mystic Lake Dam Rehab, Winchester

· Nahant Beach Causeway

· Nantasket Beach, Hull

· Winthrop Beach

· Mt. Greylock Road, Adams

· This bond bill also supports a host of other efforts to protect our natural resources, including those related to energy.
· It funds investments associated with our Leading By Example program, which requires state agencies to reach ambitious energy efficiency and renewable energy goals in the buildings they own and occupy. 
· As I said, this Energy and Environment Bond Bill is really about investing in our quality of life here in Massachusetts. 
· It’s about preserving our landscapes, creating opportunities to enjoy the great outdoors, and maintaining the physical assets that we were given by our forebears as part of the fabric of this great Commonwealth. 

· It is about stewardship, in the broadest sense of the word. I invite you to join me in this noble effort. 
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