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· As we work to extend our global leadership in high tech, biotech, and clean energy, and financial services, it is important that agriculture remain a vital part of the Massachusetts economy.  
· Today our farmers face great challenges in remaining competitive and preserving the small, family farm culture that built this Commonwealth.  In agriculture, as in every other part of the Massachusetts economy, the solutions lie in innovation. 
· That is why I am proud today to join the Speaker and our legislators to announce the first grants made through the Agricultural Innovation Center.  This $2.7 million to fund, along with substantial matching dollars from industry and other supporters, will help growers of signature Massachusetts crops (like cranberries) compete and thrive.  
· I want to thank the Senate President and all of our legislators who have made this initiative possible.  I also want to offer a special thanks to Rep. Thomas Calter, who was unable to join us today, but who has been very dedicated to ensuring the prosperity and growth of the agriculture industry in this state.
· Massachusetts is home to more than 6,000 farms on half a million acres of farmland. Our Innovation grants will provide farms up to $10,000 per acre toward a total cost of $20,000 to $30,000 per acre to improve crop yield and develop new capabilities for producing dried cranberries, cranberry concentrate, and other products. 
· Although the grants awarded this year range from aquaculture to slaughterhouses, and from pasture management to ethnic crops grown by immigrant and refugee farmers, it is fully appropriate that the cranberry industry would be the centerpiece of the Agricultural Innovation Center’s first grant year. 
· Massachusetts is second in the nation in production of cranberries.  We produced nearly 2 million barrels in 2006, up 39 percent from the year before, and more than half of the nation’s cranberry growers are in Massachusetts.  They comprise a $75 million industry in Massachusetts, and it is essential that we be willing to partner with them to help them develop new methods to expand operations and remain competitive. 

· Unlike much of Massachusetts agriculture, the cranberry industry is vertically integrated.  From berry production to processing and sales, this industry supports 5,500 jobs.  

· It is in our best interests to keep the cranberry industry alive and well and thriving in the global marketplace. The $1.5 million provided by the Agricultural Innovation Center is the Commonwealth’s investment in making that happen. 
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