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Thank you, Secretary Bartlett, for that warm introduction and for your leadership in promoting and implementing our clean energy agenda.  I’d also like to acknowledge and thank Alicia Barton and her team at MassCEC for their effective and really terrific service, and for hosting this event today.

It’s good to see so many of you here again.  You’re in the right place at the right time.

You generate more than 650 megawatts of solar power – enough to power more than 100,000 Massachusetts homes -- and 130 megawatts of wind power with Cape Wind, America’s first offshore wind farm -- and climbing soon to drive that higher. 

For four years in a row, you’ve earned Massachusetts the number one ranking in the Nation for energy efficiency, beating out California and generating billions of dollars in savings for homes and businesses across the Commonwealth.  

Today, the clean energy industry in Massachusetts is a $10 billion economic force with international reach.  Currently employing some 88,000 clean energy sector workers in 6,000 firms, the industry saw 10.5 percent job growth last year and 47 percent job growth since 2010.  

	Clean tech in Massachusetts is no niche sector.  You are central to our growth and prosperity.

	We didn’t get here by accident.

	Some of you may recall that this is my first and only job in elective office, having spent most of my professional life in the private sector, most of that time in or around private companies.  One of the things I noticed in my business life was the incredible emphasis on managing for the next quarter, sometimes sacrificing the long-term interests of the enterprise for short-term results.  I ran for office in the first place because I saw that bad habit at work in government, where we govern more and more for the next election cycle, or the next news cycle, and not the next generation.  

	I believed that if we were willing to govern for the long-term interests of the state, to invest in our people and our future, to serve the whole state, not just the interests of the well-connected back on Beacon Hill, we could together turn our Commonwealth around.

Governing for the long term is how the clean tech sector moved from being a barely noticeable element of our state’s economy in 2007, to one of its most dynamic today.  Governing for the long term is how we moved from just over 3 megawatts of solar capacity installed in this state and even less wind to enough alternative generation to supply over a hundred thousand homes.  Governing for the long term is how we took energy efficiency from a nascent concept to national leadership.  Next Step Living was a company made up of three guys and a van.  The name Tesla, if familiar at all, was known only as a 19th century physicist.  Now, Next Step Living employs ___ people and Tesla is what we all want to drive.  

The picture today is radically different from 2007 because we worked together with the Legislature, with industry and with advocates to develop a package of Legislation that has transformed the Commonwealth and its energy future.

We’ve built facilities like the Wind Technology Testing Center in Charlestown and the marine commerce terminal in New Bedford to support a promising industry.  

We advocated for Cape Wind and other offshore wind sites because we see both the practical impact of this source and the symbolic impact of being first.  

And, we’ve invested in job training and internship programs to make sure growing companies have access to the talent they need to thrive in Massachusetts.

We have also shown that we need not choose between alternative energy and job growth.

One example is Digital Lumens. The energy efficient lighting technologies developed here by the company are now used in facilities all over the world.  Digital Lumens is about to reach 100 employees for the first time.  

Thirteen years ago a startup called EnerNOC started marketing new technology to track and analyze energy use. Today the company is publically-traded and employs hundreds in Massachusetts. 

	I already mentioned the 3 guys who worked at Next Step Living in 2007.  There are _____ working there now.

Job growth like this didn’t happen by accident and it didn’t happen overnight.  It didn’t happen because of one company or one new technology.  It happened because government, working together with you, put in place bold new initiatives to change the way utilities were incentivized and regulated.  

It happened because industry, those of you here in the room today, worked together to change the conversation, making consumers question where their electricity was coming from when they flipped the switch, and what changes they could make to control their energy futures. 

It happened because we all challenged conventional wisdom, because we believed that making smart and strategic investments in building an industry would create new technologies and high-quality jobs for the long run, and make us both less vulnerable to the volatile ups and downs of fossil fuel prices and better stewards of the environment.

We are shaping our energy future.  And in that undertaking there is always more to do.

As you may know, MassCEC has provided matching funding to seven local ARPA-E awardees, companies that have gone on to raise $200 million in additional funding and hire 280 employees.  Earlier today, MassCEC signed an agreement with ARPA-E to launch AmplifyMass, a new $900,000 program to provide matching funds to a new round of Massachusetts companies awarded funding through ARPA-E.

Our InnovateMass program will begin accepting applications for $1.4 million in funding for demonstration projects featuring promising technologies and products that can have a significant impact on meeting the Commonwealth’s energy and environmental goals.  For companies and research even earlier in the development lifecycle, MassCEC’s Catalyst program is now offering $200,000 for Massachusetts entrepreneurs and researchers working to advance clean technology innovation.

Taken together, we are committing an additional $2.5 million to help early stage companies hone their technologies, prove their products and services to potential customers, and reinforce Massachusetts as a hub for cleantech innovation and growth.

I will take my leave from this job soon, but I hope you will keep going.

Climate change is a more pressing challenge than ever, with more heat waves, tornados, ice storms and coastal flooding.  The work to reduce emissions should accelerate and we should start now to build more resilient communities.

In the ISO New England territory there are 8,300 megawatts of existing generation capacity slated to retire by 2020.  We need new ways to meet our energy needs in a sustainable way.  That is why I supported legislation to allow the Commonwealth to work with other states to procure large amounts of renewable electricity, sending a signal to the market to fill the gaps being left by the retirement of dirty fossil-fuel powered plants and reducing prices and carbon emissions along the way.  And I still support that idea and so should you.  

The electric grid of today was built for our grandparents, not our grandchildren.  We need to design and develop the grid of the future that allows us to manage energy use in our homes and offices more intelligently.  We need to integrate ever increasing amounts of distributed renewable energy, while keeping the lights on when the sun isn’t shining and the wind isn’t blowing.

That means we need you focusing on energy storage, microgrids and other tools that will change the way consumers think about and use energy.

We need to continue to push for energy efficiency in every home and business, because while we have come a long way we have only scratched the surface.

And we need to keep driving advances in the materials and technologies that deliver wind and solar power to continue the radical cost reductions we have already begun to see.

The future of cleantech is bright.  I believe that the disruptive technologies we need are right around the corner.  Progress could come even faster in the next eight years than in the previous eight.  And it will largely come from you.  

Soon you will choose another governor, and I shouldn’t say much about that at a nonpolitical event such as this.  But I hope you will think hard before you choose another course.  History in our own Commonwealth shows that a strategy of investing in our people and our strengths has served you and your children better than one based on well-worn superficial slogans about cutting taxes and shrinking government.  The evidence is on the side of investment and I hope, for the sake of your children and mine, you will stay that course.

I also hope you will bear in mind the special power of collaboration.  Every one of the accomplishments I named, and many others I could name, we have achieved together – state, local and federal governments, business leaders, entrepreneurs, working people, nonprofits, advocates of every type and kind, regular citizens who got up and got involved.  These are their accomplishments, and yours, and it has been my honor to be a part of it.

	The point is that working together, the collaboration itself, has delivered the highest impact.  As I take my leave of this podium, and of this job, I ask you going forward above all to hold tight to that.

Thank you and I’m happy to take any questions.
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