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I’m glad to be here with you all to mark the 200th anniversary of diplomatic relations between the United States and Russia.  I want to thank our guests for coming so far to be with us today.  On behalf of our Commonwealth and everyone here, I am proud to welcome you to the State House.  
It is fitting that we should meet here.  John Quincy Adams, a son of Massachusetts, an American president and a man who spent some time in these chambers, was our nation’s first Minister to Russia.  From those early days until now, our ability to sustain a dialogue has moved our countries ahead and – in many ways – shaped history.  

I think, most importantly, it was diplomacy and dialogue, and the long slow process of communication, that drew us down from what might have been a tragic and global conflict. 

I remember those days from my own lifetime, as I’m sure many of you do.  As the specters of enmity and destruction have passed, we can recognize the importance of friendship and peace today.  We strive now to live up to that legacy of diplomacy, not only to retain our peace, but fulfill the promise of our collaboration. 

Today millions of our citizens work, live and do business with each other.  The cultural, scientific and economic exchanges between us have been expanding, and we have all gained from this partnership.  Along with the benefits to our own countries, we are also strengthened in our roles as global citizens, searching for solutions to issues like climate change, poverty, and epidemic disease.

In the years to come, our two nations can continue to set a worldwide example of diplomatic commitment and collaborative partnership.  I’m glad to share this milestone with you today.  I look forward to our future progress together.  Thank you.
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