TALKING POINTS

Ceremony Celebrating the Creation of the Asian-American Commission for the Commonwealth

State House 2-21-07

· Expected attendees: 
· AG Coakley 
· Sec. of State Galvin

· Treasurer Tim Cahill
· Reps from Speaker and Sen Pres office, 
· Auditor Joe DeNucci

· Congratulations…I want to thank Senator Michael Morrissey, Senator Richard Moore, and Representative Bruce Ayers for leading on this legislation, as well as Treasurer Timothy Cahill for all of his strong support.  And I want to thank every one of the leaders and volunteers and active members of the Asian- and Pacific Islander-American community that worked to make this Commission a reality. 
· I know that for many of you it has been a long road, and I applaud your dedication.  You have raised the level of access for a vibrant part of our statewide community, and helped our democracy here in the Commonwealth.
· The Asian-American community is the fastest growing ethnic group in the Commonwealth.  But unfortunately, your representation in these hallways and throughout your state government has not kept up.  When I saw the numbers, I was shocked: 163 gubernatorial appointments and only 1 of Asian American descent; only 12 local elected officials are Asian-American; and not one Asian-American has held elected office on the state level.  

· In too many cases, your voices are not being heard, so it is heartening to watch this take shape.  This is a step forward.  This body is permanent, fully established, and its ability to function will not be subject to politics.  You can now share in charting the course of our shared Commonwealth, and I welcome your engagement.
· I thank you again for your work, and look forward to meeting and working with you all.
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