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Good evening, I’m Governor Patrick. 

I apologize I can’t be with you all tonight, but I wanted to talk this opportunity to thank my friends at the American India Foundation New England, the gala co-chairs and members of the South Asian Community for the important work you do to make meaningful change and transform the lives of millions of India’s less fortunate.
 
Through your extensive network of business, civic and philanthropic leaders and your commitment to promoting social and economic change, you have contributed to strengthening the relationship between America and India..  By working together, we have the ability to create a brighter future for both of our nations. 

I would also like to congratulate your 2013 honoree Scott 
Sperling.  Scott, your leadership and dedication to philanthropy is 
inspiring. I thank you for your contribution to the citizens of our 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Commonwealth and beyond.


And I thank all of you for contributing to our great state.  We’re all in this together.  The idea of common cause and common destiny has been leaking out of public leadership and government for a long time, certainly public rhetoric about government.  But this is one community, one Commonwealth, and the South Asian community in all of its forms and all of its places makes the Commonwealth stronger, make no mistake about that. 

Have a wonderful evening.  
 



