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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Suicide deaths are more than three times the number of homicides in Massachusetts, and suicide is the third leading cause of death among young people between the ages of 15 to 24 in Massachusetts; and 
W

hereas In the United States, one person completes suicide every 16 minutes; and 
W

hereas It is estimated that 5 million people in the United States have lost a loved one to suicide; and
W

hereas The overall suicide rate in our country has only slightly declined from record highs in recent years, the suicide rates for young people 15 to 24 years old has more than doubled since the 1950s, and the suicide rate remains highest for adults 75 years of age and older; and
W

hereas The stigma associated with mental illness and suicide works against suicide prevention by discouraging persons at risk fro suicide from seeking life-saving help and treatment and further traumatizes survivors of suicide; and 
W

hereas Through public awareness, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeks to minimize the devastating effects of suicide among all Massachusetts citizens,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim September 7th – 13th , 2008 to be,
Massachusetts Suicide 

Prevention Week
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this third day of September, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
