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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas In the 14th Century, Kosovo was occupied by the Ottoman Empire. Throughout the 20th century, Kosovo was occupied by the Serbian kingdom, followed by Italy and Germany during World War II; and

W

hereas After World War II, Kosovo was occupied by Yugoslavia; and

W

hereas During the 1990's, Kosovo like all other states of Yugoslavia, started the struggle for 
independence; and
W

hereas In 1999, Kosovo achieved freedom with the support of the Western Allies, especially the United States of America; and
W

hereas On February 17, 2008 Kosovo declared independence; and

W

hereas Our vibrant Kosovan American community has made tremendous contributions to the Commonwealth’s society and culture,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim February 17th, 2013, to be
Kosovo Independence Day  
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this thirteenth day of February, in the year two thousand and thirteen, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
