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· Thank you.  This has always been the vision of what the Big Dig could bring to this city and this Commonwealth.  This is where we hoped to end up when this project began years ago.  An extraordinary transformation that has taken place here.  

· Thinking about what this space looked like 16 years ago, or even 5 years ago during the construction phases, makes you realize what measure of gratitude we owe to everyone who has put in their time and sweat – and patience – to make this possible.  
· This is a great change for the residents downtown and here in the North End, and a welcoming new attraction for the millions of people who come to Boston each year.  And we are all happy to add the North End Park to the wealth of vibrant urban spaces with warmth and community that make Boston the city that it is today.

· I’m happy to have the chance to thank all of you who have done so much.  You have waited and rolled with the changes and challenges this project has been through.  I’m glad to be here with you today as that work comes to a close, and we are able to enjoy the fruits of that labor.
· I’d like to turn things over to one of those individuals who has worked so hard to bring this park to life.  He has deep roots here and has shown through decades of leadership his commitment to this community, this city, and this Commonwealth.  Our Senior Senator, Ted Kennedy.  

