REGIONAL TALKING POINTS: MERRIMACK VALLEY AND THE NORTH SHORE

GENERAL

· We are glad to be here today to celebrate with you, because the change over of leadership is something that involves the entire state, and we should all join together in marking the occasion. 

· There has been concern in the past that the jurisdiction of the governor’s office ends just outside of Boston.  A lot of you, here and in regions across the state, told me that in my visits during the campaign. 

· I have not and will not forget your concerns.  Our statewide revitalization begins in our cities and towns.  It happens here in Essex County just as much as it happens in Boston, just as much as it happens in the Berkshires or on the Cape. 

CHALLENGES

· We know that you face many challenges:  

· We know that you are concerned with how your local economy will stay competitive in the constantly shifting global economy.  This area, once a world leader in textiles and apparels, is now making the transition into new growth industries like biomedical technology, health care manufacturing, and alternative energy.  

· State government has a role to play in fostering those industries and bringing those jobs here.  

· We know that you are concerned about how to maintain services in the face of shrinking resources and growing demands.  

· That is why one of our first priorities is restoring local aid.  From day one, LG Murray will be working in close collaboration with local officials and residents to ensure smarter long-term planning, to make sure that you have the resources for your basic infrastructure – schools, roads, libraries, fire and police stations – and the ability to expand as our economy begins to accelerate.

HISTORY AND CULTURE

· We also know that you have a culture and history that will serve you in the days ahead:

· That you are home to America’s first fishing villages, that you have some of the best know tourist destinations in the nation, and that you have always been an open and welcome home to immigrants that enrich our culture and economy.

· We can build towards a future that does not require you to abandon your past. This kind of harmony is exactly what we should work to create in communities all across Massachusetts.

GOVERNOR OF THE WHOLE STATE

· We are here not just to thank you, but to express our commitment to working for the entire state.  

· I am the Governor of all the people and places of Massachusetts.  Not just the ones who voted for me, and not just the areas that supported me in November, but everyone.  

· On that same token, I need your commitment to joining me.  I know that my work is important to you, but I want to make sure that you know how important your work is to me.

· To succeed, we will require coordination on all levels, and from people in all regions of the state.  We will need the help of Democrats and Republicans and Independents who concern themselves not with these labels, but with their contributions as citizens. 

