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Thank you and welcome to the State House.  Today is a terrific day to be here, a great day to have my job.  I look at the 40+ businesses assembled in this great hall, and I see great ideas, great products and, most of all, great people on display.  

We know you have choices.  I want to say ‘Thank you’ for choosing Massachusetts.  We believe in you, in the power of your ideas, technologies, innovations, products, services and, of course, your people.  We are grateful for your commitment to our Commonwealth, and we are committed to you.

For example, we have reduced permitting processes from two years to an average of six months, changes that allow government to move more closely to the speed of business.  We have made resources available to companies, large and small, for workforce training, and helped you gain access to capital, state contracts, and the proven strategies that help your businesses thrive.  We cut your tax rate, too. 


Additionally, even in these tough economic times, we are making the targeted investments that will make our state a world leader in the years to come.  From our investments in the life sciences to our efforts to cultivate the green economy, to the blocking and tackling of rebuilding roads, bridges and the rest of our public infrastructure, we are positioning Massachusetts for long-term economic prosperity.  We will continue to work to make sure that we prime the pump of tomorrow’s economy and that the Commonwealth will continue to make and sell the products and services that the world wants.  


We have special news here today:  Epsilon, a leading marketing services firm, has signed a 12-year lease for over 113,000 square feet of office space in Wakefield, keeping 400 jobs in Massachusetts and adding 100 jobs more in short order.  This is welcome news.  Congratulations to Epsilon and the Town of Wakefield.  

Again, welcome to the State House – today and every day.  I hope you will not hesitate to reach out to the various economic development leaders who are here today and I wish you every future success.  
Thank you.
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