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Good morning and thank you for having me.  

Thank you for your service and sacrifice. 

But when I travel this Commonwealth, I see a spirit of volunteerism, of compassion and dedication to the very ideals that you so ably protected.  You understand that liberty and democracy are not just concepts for the philosophers.  They are the glue of our society.  You have honored that in your military service and in your civilian service too. So you go out into your communities, preaching the importance of education.  You sit with wounded soldiers, giving them something as simple as conversation.  You are active in scouting and the Special Olympics.  
You do all this because you believe, like I do, in generational responsibility, that ancient notion that each one of us in our time bears responsibility to the next generation to leave this place better than we found it.


Here in our Commonwealth, we are doing everything we can to hold up our end of that bargain.  We are working to ensure that we deliver the services that veterans have earned.  Despite the economic realities, our Welcome Home Bonus for veterans is one of the highest in the country.  We provide cost of living expenses (food, shelter, clothing, and housing supplies) as well as assistance for medical care.  Under the exceptional leadership of, Lieutenant Governor Tim Murray, we initiated training and education for veterans’ representatives at colleges and universities throughout the Commonwealth so that every campus has a knowledgeable veteran to help others navigate the benefit system.  Through the Interagency Council on Housing and Homelessness, we are addressing the specific needs of homeless veterans.  We continue to work with our Women Veterans Network, so the 27,000 female veterans get the same benefits and assistance of their male counterparts.  And we established the “Medal of Liberty,” awarded to the next of kin of any Massachusetts service member killed in action, because your families sacrifice alongside you, and we honor them, too.

We do this in an effort to express our gratitude.  And we are profoundly thankful.  You inspire us and give us hope for a better world, and I am honored to be with you this morning.  Thank you for having me and God bless you.
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