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Good morning.  Welcome to National Adoption Day, Cambridge-style.  I am thrilled to be with you and to celebrate a beautiful moment in hundreds of lives across our Commonwealth.  In Massachusetts, we started recognizing this day in 2003.  That year, 60 children were welcomed into new loving families.  We have built on that success in the intervening years, and today 212 children -- more than 3 ½ times as many as 2003 -- will be adopted throughout the state.  That is a sign of the kindness and compassion in the families of Massachusetts.  It is also a sign of the extraordinary work of our probate courts, foster families, our Office of the Child Advocate and the Department of Children and Families.  I want to recognize all the judges and court employees; Judge Gail Garinger, the head of our Office of the Child Advocate; and Angelo McClain, the Commissioner of DCF.  Thank you all for the tireless work you do.  

Adoption is so many things at once.  It is magnanimity defined.  It is a sign that our common humanity can bring strangers together and cement them with the bonds of family.  At its core, adoption is proof that love is a triumphant force in our lives.  

As a father, I see a familiar look in a lot of the parents here.  It is that sublime juxtaposition of euphoria and fear.  There will be turbulence on the road ahead, so buckle up.  But there will also be moments of such profound joy your knees will buckle.  The simple truth is that there is no greater source of pride and pure happiness than one’s children.    


And for these beautiful children, you are becoming part of history’s most important community, the family.  You will assuredly continue in the footsteps of every child who has walked this earth by driving your parents crazy from time to time.  But you will also find yourself a part of something where you are always safe, where you are always loved and where you are always welcome.   

I envy how much you have to discover together on the road ahead, but remember: this is a long journey.  Treasure today and the days to follow.  Build each other up.  Talk to each other and let life’s currents whisk you along.  But don’t be afraid to push the boundaries and reach for new experiences and new opportunities together.  Be fearless and dream big because a world of possibility is out there waiting for you to seize it.  As new families, I know you can and I know you will.  Congratulations and thank you for having me here this morning.    
PAGE  
3

