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A Proclamation

(
By His Excellency

Governor Deval L. Patrick
W

hereas Children are the Commonwealth’s greatest resource and deserve our utmost protection and care; and 
W

hereas Among the most important issues facing us today, child abuse and neglect crosses all cultural, ethnic, economic and social lines; and 
W

hereas   According to the Children’s Trust Fund, Massachusetts ranks third in the nation in the number of reported cases of child abuse and neglect; and 
W

hereas Abused children are more likely to have chronic low self-esteem, behavioral problems and learning disorders, suffer from depression and post-traumatic stress and substance abuse; and 
W

hereas Family support professionals provide Massachusetts parents with structure, support and direction they need and deserve to be the best parents they can be; and 
W

hereas The Commonwealth of Massachusetts is fully committed to taking all the necessary steps to ensure that all of our children are safe and healthy, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim April 2007, to be
Child Abuse & Neglect Prevention Month
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this twenty-eighth day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirtieth.

By His Excellency

Deval L. Patrick
Governor of the Commonwealth

William Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwealth

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

