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Good afternoon.  I am delighted to be here.  Thank you, President Hockfield, for the generous introduction.   
The world of big data is here. According to The Economist, the amount of data collected in 2010 would have filled 60,000 Libraries of Congress. The question is, do we have the tools to make sense of it?

As we build solutions that access, organize, and analyze unimaginable stores of data, how do we connect those capabilities to the most fundamental challenges of our time: genomics, climate change, cancer research, health care cost reduction, smart grids and many other critical topics?

Here in Massachusetts, we are well on our way to creating solutions for the data questions of today and tomorrow.  We are one of the leading centers of Big Data, building solutions that connect computational technology and analytics to the greatest challenges of our time.  And we are building these solutions together across government working together with academic and the private sector.
In academia, we are exploring new ways to hone in on the value of Big Data.  MIT is at the center of the action. Today’s launch of the MIT bigdata@CSAIL Initiative will organize the resources at MIT to advance its research and train the next generation of data scientists. And the new Intel Science and Technology Center for Big Data at MIT will bring together the best and the brightest of academia and industry.
And, we are growing companies that create jobs and add to the dynamism of our state’s innovation economy.  According to a recent report by the Massachusetts Technology Leadership Council, today Massachusetts has over 100 companies employing over 12,000 people in Big Data.  We have another 58,000 data scientists and managers working in fields such as healthcare, financial services and life sciences.  And it’s estimated that the state could add as many as 50,000 new jobs in Big Data by 2018.

Massachusetts' own EMC and its Chairman Joe Tucci have been real leaders in Big Data.   EMC spent 11% percent of annual consolidated revenue on R&D in 2011.  Over the last six years, EMC has spent about $2 billion a year acquiring technology companies to enrich its product portfolio and maintain technology leadership, including in companies like Greenplum, that have extended EMC's leadership in Big Data.  And on last December’s trade mission to Brazil, EMC broke ground on a big data facility at Federal University in Rio de Janeiro.

None of this is by accident.  It’s because we have chosen to invest in education, innovation and infrastructure to grow our innovation industries.  And we have taken the initiative to look outward, rather than just inward, pursuing opportunities with other countries and attracting businesses from around the world to make the Commonwealth their home away from home.


Our investments in cleantech have led us to grow jobs in the industry by 6.7% last year and that number is expected to grow this year.  Our investments through our 10-year $1 billion Life Sciences Act have led Massachusetts to be the #1 life sciences supercluster. 

Now it’s big data’s turn.  Today, I am proud to announce the launch of the Massachusetts Big Data Initiative, with the goal of establishing Massachusetts as the premier location in the world for Big Data.

Today we announce the formation of the Massachusetts Big Data Consortium, with an organizing committee led by academia and industry, and facilitated by the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative.  The Collaborative will work close closely with the Massachusetts Technology Leadership Council, and I thank them for their leadership in organizing the Big Data community in Massachusetts.

The Massachusetts Big Data Consortium will organize the best minds and best organizations in the Commonwealth to achieve our goal, and I am pleased that we have here today individuals who have agreed to serve on the organizing committee, including leaders in the field.  I look forward to working with you as we lay out an ambitious agenda.

I am also pleased to announce that the Massachusetts Green High Performance Computing Center, a historic collaboration of the state with MIT, UMass, Boston University, Northeastern and Harvard, Cisco and EMC, has designated the center as a major public/private resource for the Mass Big Data Initiative. Representatives of all five universities are present here today, and I thank them for their partnership and leadership.

To accelerate Massachusetts leadership in Big Data, I am proud to announce the following four steps:

First, the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative and the Mass Big Data Consortium  will create a research and development matching grant program devoted to Big Data.

Second, the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative will create a Big Data internship program modeled after the successful internship programs at the Massachusetts Life Sciences and Clean Energy Centers.

Third, I am asking our newly created Governor’s Council for Innovation to work with the Big Data Consortium, to see how data analytics and applications can help improve the efficiency and effectiveness of government programs and services.

And, finally, the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative will become a sponsor, along with a number of Big Data companies and venture capital firms, of Hack/Reduce, an innovative non-profit community in Boston, where people working with Big Data can share infrastructure resources and knowledge.  Hack/Reduce connects the Massachusetts’ entrepreneurial tech community to resources to tackle challenges in Big Data and accelerate innovation.

Our Massachusetts Big Data Initiative and private investment like Intel’s support of MIT’s CSAIL program will position Massachusetts as a leader in a growing, global industry and allow us to become the premier destination for big data.  Today we celebrate the launch of these exciting initiatives that will change the future of big data in Massachusetts and around the world.

I am proud about what we have already accomplished and I am excited about what lies ahead.  Thank you for joining us as we lead the future in Massachusetts. 
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