TEEN DATING VIOLENCE PREVENTION AND AWARENESS MONTH, February 2013

A PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, dating violence is a pattern of behavior involving the use or attempted use of physical, sexual, verbal, emotional, financial, technological, or other abusive behavior by a person to harm, coerce, control, threaten, intimidate, harass, isolate, restrain or monitor another person with whom they have or have had a social relationship involving a physical, sexual, or emotional component; and 
 WHEREAS, one in three girls in the United States will experience physical, emotional or verbal abuse from a dating partner by the time she graduates high school, a figure that far exceeds victimization rates for other types of violence affecting youth; and

WHEREAS, the Center for Disease Control reports nearly 1.5 million high school students nationwide experience physical abuse from a dating partner each year; and

WHEREAS, a third (32%) of homicides of girls between the ages of 11 and 18 are committed by an intimate partner; and

WHEREAS, over 50% of youth reporting both dating violence and rape have attempted suicide; and

WHEREAS, despite frighteningly high numbers of reports of dating violence, two-thirds of young victims never report being abused; and

 WHEREAS, according to a 2012 study released by the Center for Disease Control 80% of female victims of sexual assault experience their first rape before age 25, 42% before age 18; and more than half of these young women were victimized by their dating partners; and 

WHEREAS, a recent survey of high school students found that, like heterosexual students, 30% of self-identified LGBTQ youth reported dating violence; and 

WHEREAS, researchers found that 6 in 10 homeless or formerly homeless youth have been in a violent dating relationship; and

WHEREAS, adolescent girls in physically abusive relationships are 3.5 times more likely to become pregnant than non-abused girls; and 

WHEREAS, one in four teens in a relationship has been called names, harassed or put down by a partner through cell phones and texting; and 

WHEREAS, physical and sexual dating violence victimization is associated with an increased risk for dropping out of school, lower grades, and less connectedness to school; and

WHEREAS, one in four teenage girls who have been in relationships have been pressured to perform oral sex or engage in intercourse; and 

 WHEREAS, research shows that adolescent boys who perpetrate dating violence are less likely to use condoms and may prevent their partner from using other birth control, particularly in steady relationships; and
WHEREAS, high school victims of dating violence are significantly more susceptible than their fellow students to suicide, depression, self-destructive behavior, eating disorders, absence from school, substance abuse, teen pregnancy and STIs and they will often carry patterns of victimization into adult relationships; and

WHEREAS, it takes great courage for all victims of abuse to speak out, but lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer youth face the concern of being re-victimized by those that they turn to for help as friends, family members and service providers can leave victims of same-sex dating violence feeling isolated and unwanted; and

WHEREAS, the silence surrounding teen dating violence leads 81% of parents to either believe teen dating violence is not a problem or to admit they do not know if it is one, even though one in four students, ages 11-14, see physical abuse as a serious problem for couples in their age group; and

WHEREAS, it is essential to raise awareness among communities and to provide training for teachers, counselors, and school staff so that they may recognize when youth are exhibiting signs of dating violence; and

WHEREAS, by providing young people with education about building healthy relationships, how to recognize early warning signs violence and abuse and how to seek help, by providing safe environments for discussion, and by changing the attitudes that support violence, we recognize that dating violence can be prevented; and
WHEREAS, Dating Violence Prevention and Awareness Month provides an excellent opportunity for all citizens to learn about preventing dating violence and to show support for the numerous organizations and individuals who provide critical advocacy, services, and support to these young victims; and

WHEREAS, the establishment of Dating Violence Prevention and Awareness Month will benefit young people, their families, schools, and communities regardless of socioeconomic status, ability, race, gender, sexual orientation, religion, or ethnicity.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, [Official’s name], [Official’s Title (e.g. Governor, Mayor, Superintendent, Sheriff)] of [Location or Organization (e.g. Arkansas, Carteret County, Washington High School)], do hereby proclaim February 2013, Dating Violence Prevention and Awareness Month, throughout [Location or Organization]. I urge all [national focus (e.g. Americans)/state focus (e.g. Californians)/local focus (e.g. Baltimorians)] to work toward ending teen dating violence by empowering young people to develop healthier relationships, assisting victims in accessing the information and supportive services they need, creating better and more resources for young people in need, instituting effective intervention and prevention policies in schools, and by engaging in discussions with family members and peers to promote awareness and prevention of the quiet epidemic of teen dating violence.

