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· This is an extraordinary evening for Williams College and for Massachusetts.  What an honor to have so many members of Congress here in the Commonwealth at such an astonishingly American moment in our history.
· It feels like the country has awakened

· The members who are here tonight, so many of whom are in important leadership positions in Congress, are part of a group of trailblazers stretching from the very beginnings of our nation, people who believed in the possibility of America and in what the whole world now knows is the reality of the American Dream.  

· Governor Wilder introduced me in Denver and he pointed out a simple fact that I know is on all our minds.  He was speaking about how people always asked him what it was like to be the first elected black governor.  And he said it doesn’t mean anything if there’s not a second.  Thank you for helping make so many things possible and for all the firsts that you have accomplished in your lives and careers of service

· There remains work to be done, but, like you, I can’t wait to get started.   
