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A Proclamation

(
By His Excellency

Governor Deval L. Patrick
W

hereas Stalking is a crime that affects people of all races, cultures, gender, age, sexual orientation, economic status, and physical and mental ability; and 
W

hereas Stalking is a crime under federal law and under the laws of all fifty states and the District of Columbia; and 
W

hereas According to the Stalking Resource Center, an estimate of 1,006,970 women and 370,990 men are stalked annually in the United States and in the majority of such cases, the person is stalked by someone who is not a stranger; and 
W

hereas 81 percent of women who are stalked by an intimate partner are also physically assaulted by that partner and 76 percent of women who are murdered by an intimate partner were also stalked by that very person; and 
W

hereas Stalking victims are forced to take drastic measures to protect themselves, such as obtaining protective orders, changing their addresses, jobs and identities; and 
W

hereas There are national and local victim service organizations, prosecutors’ offices and police departments that stand ready to assist stalking victims who are working diligently to craft competent, thorough and innovative responses to stalking, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim January 2007, to be
Stalking Awareness Month
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this seventeenth day of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirtieth.

By His Excellency

Deval L. Patrick
Governor of the Commonwealth

William Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwealth

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

