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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Massachusetts citizens with intellectual disabilities are, first and foremost, people whose value and contributions to their communities should not be diminished because of labels, stigmas and stereotypes; and 
W

hereas Significant changes in societal understanding of the potential and appreciation of the citizens with intellectual disabilities has lead to “People First” language that describes the individual first rather than emphasizing the disability; and 

W

hereas  It is time that the Commonwealth of Massachusetts change the name of the state agency responsible for oversight and provision of services for citizens with intellectual disabilities; and 
W

hereas The new name of Department of Developmental Services is more respectful and reflective of the positive changes in the disability community and recognizes a more inclusive framework for services and supports to individuals and their families, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim March 30th, 2009, to be
Department of 

Developmental Services Day      
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this thirtieth day of March, in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
