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Hi, this is Governor Patrick.  Although I can’t be with you in person tonight, I wanted to send along this message to thank the Jericho Road Project for all you do, and to thank all of you for supporting that important work.
For seven years now, the Jericho Road Project has been a champion for innovation and community strength in the Commonwealth.  And I’m particularly pleased that you’re focusing your efforts on cities and regions that are too often overlooked by philanthropic endeavors.
The Merrimack Valley region and Central Massachusetts are an integral piece of the Commonwealth’s past, present, and future.  From cutting edge IT and life science companies to high-skill manufacturing, we have big plans for these regions.  In fact, each of the 4 cities with which you partner– Lowell, Lynn, Lawrence and Worcester – is part of our innovative Growth District Initiative, which helps communities accelerate commercial and residential development, and expand opportunity.
The number of good people doing good work in Massachusetts is staggering.  At the state level, our administration created the Commonwealth Corps and a statewide Youth Council, and signed a Social Innovation Compact to encourage private and public collaboration.  Knowing the scope of the need, I know we need partnerships.
And the partnership with Jericho Road has been vital.

You all have become an invaluable piece of our communities and an essential model at a national level.  Thank you for being a part of the Massachusetts tradition of innovation, and for seeing your stake, not only your own dreams and struggles, but in your neighbors as well.  And congratulations as well to John Boynton on your well-earned Community Leader Award.

Thanks, and best wishes on a successful evening.
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