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Carcinoid Cancer Foundation, Inc.
333 Mamaroneack Avenue #492
White Plains, NY 10805

September 19, 2013

Governor Pafrick Deval
State House

Office of the Governor
Boston, MA 02133

Dear Governor Deval,

Last year you recognized Noysmber 10" as NET Cancer Awareness Day and made an enormous difference to
a significant global initative. The community of neuroendocrine (NET) cancer patients, their familigs-and their
friends is once again asking for your support as we seek to bring about national and international awarengss of
this deadly diseage. doliBimee

We respectfully request that you and all other United States governors prociaim November 10, 2013 to be
NET Cancer Awareness Day. Your assistance is vital to this initiative, now in its third year, The power of the
states acting simultaneously can ensure that NET Cancer patients in Massachusetts and globally are given the
voice they deserve in asking that early detection of NET cancer be made 3 public health priority.

The number of diagnosed NET patients is growing quickly, with recognized cases in the US now exceeding
110,000. Between 11,000 and 12,000 more are diagnosed annually. Diagnosis of NET cancer may be as
simple as ordering a special blood or yrine test yet many patients go without diagnosis or treatment for several
years. We encourage our elacted representatives, patients, caregivers, healthcare professionals, as well as
the wider community, to contact us and learn more about NET cancer and the need for timely diagnosis and
access to optimal treatment and care, '

The Carcinoid Cancer Foundation is a nonprofit organization listed with GuideStar, the national nonprofit .
database, Our mission is to bring about greater awareness and education of NET cancers in the medical

community and in the general public. We are collaborating with other leading NET cancer. ad
organizations and support groups throughout the US to mobilize focal patient groups and to rally siip}
this important cause. We hope that you will join us and the many others who support the NET comm

Thank you for your time and attention. | look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Grace Goldstein

President

International Neuroendocrine Cancer Alliance
and

Chief Operating Officer

Carcinoid Cancer Foundation, Inc.

888-722-3132

P\ < .
ggoldstein@carcinoid.org UGB DL Ml
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PROCLAI\/IATIO

WHEREAS neuroendocrine tumors/tumours (NETs) often develop into cancer and, if Jeft
untreated, can result in serious iliness and death; and

WHEREAS all too often healthcare professionals underestimate the malignant and

metastatic potential of neuroendocrine tumors/tumours; and

WHEREAS NET cancer patients are often misdiagnosed or receive a delayed diagnosis,
which can have a negative impact on their chance of survival and quality o

WHEREAS survival for NET cancer patients is further compromised by fragmented ca'
and lack of access to treatment by networks of specialists; and |

WHEREAS although there have been advances in the detection and treatment of NET 2%
cancers, not all patients are benefiting quickly enough from scientific and '
medical progress in the field:; and v el

WHEREAS with timely diagnosis and proper treatment, NET cancer patients can have
significantly improved outcomes and quality of life;

NOW, THEREFORE, we, the World NET Community, proclaim NOVEMBER 10" as NET
Cancer Awareness Day and encourage patients, caregivers, healthcare professionals, as well
as the wider community, to join with us as we work together to raise awareness about NET,
cancers and the need for timely diagnosis and access to optimal treatment and care. 90 ’
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By Hw Excallency

e DEVAL L. Pm'mc:c : :
,,GOVERNOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH

WALLLAM ancrs Gm.vm '
: SECR.ETARY OF THE COMMONW,EALTH

®ob Save the Commontwealth of Massachugetts




