Governor Patrick INVESTS IN THE Metrowest
TO BUILD A BETTER, STRONGER COMMONWEALTH
From day one, Governor Patrick has focused on strengthening communities by investing in people, providing the services that help them help themselves and creating the jobs that will help us all bridge to a better tomorrow. The Governor is committed to building a better, stronger Commonwealth brick-by-brick, neighborhood-by-neighborhood and is investing in the city and residents of the MetroWest region in the following ways:
· Improving our Infrastructure.  Through the Accelerated Bridge Program and with the help of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), Governor Patrick is putting people to work fixing our broken roads and bridges, which have suffered from decades of neglect, and building the projects that promise to provide lasting economic benefits.   
· The Commonwealth will purchase the property rights of the Boston to Worcester rail line from CSXT, increasing the potential for additional commuter service while also taking control of dispatching and maintenance on the line. Through the development of this agreement, the MBTA has already been able to add five Framingham-Boston commuter trains to Worcester on CSX Transportation’s Boston line. 

· Investing in People & the Future. In the midst of the worst economic downturn in 80 years, the Governor’s budget preserves services that make a difference in people’s lives and promise to make the Commonwealth stronger now and for the long term.

· Energy and the Environment: Governor Patrick has invested funds in projects that will reduce water pollution statewide, as well as parks and recreation projects that will enhance the Commonwealth's natural habitats.
· $279,000 for the improvements at Cushing Memorial Park in Framingham.
· $4 million for upgrades to the Marlborough Westerly Wastewater Treatment Facility.
· $49 million in loans for upgrades to the Greater Framingham wastewater infrastructure.
· Education: Maintains the Governor’s historic commitment to public schools in the MetroWest and across the Commonwealth; preserves level funding for state and community colleges; and increases support for early childhood education. 
· $42 million for expansions to Framingham State College, which will allow for construction of a new residence hall, expanded dining facilities and library renovations.  
· Local Aid: Protects critical state funding for the MetroWest and the Commonwealth’s other 350 cities and towns to preserve essential public safety, education and public works services. Protecting local aid means there will be less pressure at the municipal level to raise property taxes and increase burdens on families and seniors.

· Job Training: The Governor has invested funds in job training and support services to equip MetroWest workers with the skills they need to compete in a 21st Century economy.
· $1.3 million for the Town of Natick through the Massachusetts Opportunity Relocation and Expansion (MORE) Jobs Capital Program.  The MORE funds have gone toward roadway improvements near the Mathworks’ site just off Route 9. Mathworks’ will create 200 jobs in the process, of which 100 have already been created. 
· $340,000 for Framingham through the Massachusetts Opportunity Relocation and Expansion (MORE) Jobs Capital Program to design a pumping station and make sewer system upgrades. The funds supported renovations and new construction by Genzyme. The project was completed in October 2008 and created 200 jobs.   
· $10 million for Marlborough through the Massachusetts Opportunity Relocation and Expansion (MORE) Jobs Capital Program.  The funding will help upgrade and expand the existing Westerly Wastewater Treatment Facility, allowing the Gutierrez Company to develop Devonshire at 495 Center, a 47-acre, industrial zoned, build-to-suit parcel that is fully permitted for 600,000 square feet of flex, light R&D and manufacturing space. The project is anticipated to create 100 jobs.
· Health Services:  Since taking office, the Patrick-Murray Administration has made it a priority to invest in local hospitals and community health centers to ensure that communities in need receive quality health care. 

· Framingham Community Health Center was awarded a grant to further improve services and reduce the need for unnecessary and expensive emergency room visits.

· Housing and Weatherization: Governor Patrick has consistently invested in projects that provide affordable housing for low-income residents now as well as supporting weatherization efforts that will provide cost savings in the long term.  
· $1.6 million for local housing authority through DHCD’s State Public Housing Capital Awards.
· $8.7 million in ARRA Weatherization funds through DHCD.

· Over $89,000 in Foreclosure Counseling Awards for FY08 and FY09.
· $1.1 million in Neighborhood Stabilization Funds through DHCD.
· $500,870 in ARRA Community Service Block Grants (CSBG) through DHCD. 

