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	From: "Webmail, Gov (GOV)" <gov04z!xe7@massmail.state.ma.us>
Date: 8/2/2014 11:27:33 AM
To: "gov04z!xe7@massmail.state.ma.us" <gov04z!xe7@massmail.state.ma.us>
Cc: 
Subject: EmailComment Ricky Lawson Day in Massachusetts

Hello Governor Patrick! I'm writing because I remember that you were so kind as to declare a special day in honor of Marion Brown, 2 years ago during the Northampton Jazz Festival. We have another jazz festival coming up next weekend in Springfield, MA, and another great jazz musician has passed away. Drummer Ricky Lawson, one of the founding members of the Yellowjackets, who toured with Michael Jackson, Whitney Houston, Anita Baker, and many others, died of a brain aneurysm on December 23rd, Ricky was a dear friend to my family, but we did not have the financial resources to attend his memorial services in LA or Detroit. I was hoping to organize a memorial event in New England, but the expense and logistics were too great for me to manage on my own. Is there any way that we could name August 9th "Ricky Lawson Day" in New England, and somehow arrange for him to be remembered with a few words at the Springfield Jazz Roots Festival. If not, do you have any other su!
ggestions on how to honor his memory here on the East Coast? Thanks for your help! 
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