DRAFT

Governor Deval L. Patrick

Closing Remarks for Human Services Summit

UMass Boston, Boston, MA

Tuesday, November 24, 2009


Good afternoon.  Feels like just a few minutes ago I said good morning.


Looking around the room, I am still overwhelmed with the breadth and depth of knowledge with us today.  From what I saw and heard during the breakouts, and in conversations with you throughout the day, I know there is a lot to work through and mull over coming out of today’s summit.  And that’s exactly what we wanted.  


Because while the current troubles in the national economy may have led us here today, the value of partnership and planning go beyond any one moment or challenge.  Finding efficiencies and having a dialogue on these issues – that’s essential in good times as well as bad.  

So first of all, I once again want to express my deep gratitude and sincere thanks:  


To the University of Massachusetts for being so accommodating in hosting us in this beautiful space.

To Secretary Bigby, Assistant Secretary Chase, and the entire team at HHS who coordinated today’s event – you don’t need me to tell you what a wonderful job you’ve done.

To Jay Himmelstein and the MI-CEO grant team for their partnership.


To Dr. Cheryl Dorsey, once again, for her insights and attention from a federal perspective.


And – of course – to all of you.  Collaboration and communication are the hallmarks of this administration, and will continue to serve as a guide going forward.  Your partnership and candidness has been and will be essential.  

Second, this morning I talked about taking the next step together.  You’ve held up your end of the bargain today, and now it’s our turn.


 We have heard your concerns, and want to address them. We have heard your suggestions, and we want to implement them.  

So today, I am committing to the development of an implementation Action Plan.  This plan will contain specific timelines, lay out oversight mechanisms, and will be presented to you within 90 days.
That’s why – starting tonight – our Health and Human Services team will begin synthesizing today’s suggestions and ideas into a set of recommendations.  In this work they will be activating faculty and staff from UMass Medical School, forming working groups to process recommendations and assess feasibility.
And we want you to help shape this process, too.  During the course of the day all of you were – or at least should have been – given the opportunity to indicate your interest in staying involved as this process continues.  I know that many of you have done so already.  For those of you who have not - please grab one of our representatives and make sure they have your contact information before you leave.
 
As I said it this morning and say again now: we need you to stay involved.  This summit is a beginning, not an end.   
Our concern for vulnerable populations and the importance of your work didn’t begin with the recession, nor will it end with it.  What we began today is the conversation that will eventually give every single vulnerable person in Massachusetts the access to the kind of service they need and deserve.

So, like the rest of the nation, this Commonwealth is in a tough spot.  But we’re all here together, and we will recover together.  The question today now is how to rebuild together.  And I think we got some answers today.
Thank you all so much again. 
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