Governor Deval L. Patrick

Update on First Federal ARRA Report
State House, Boston, MA
Wednesday, October 28, 2009
Good afternoon.  I have just received a briefing from Director Jeffrey Simon on the progress and impact of the federal recovery program here in Massachusetts, and it contains some very good news.  Our citizens update will be up on our website by COB, in advance of our first formal report to the federal government due on Friday and I wanted to give you some advance highlights.  

As of September 30, of the $4 billion in federal recovery funds we are due, state agencies have already disbursed nearly $1.9 billion, which has created or retained 8,792 full-time equivalents (FTEs), which equals 23,533 individual jobs.  These are overwhelmingly teachers, and also health care professionals, police officers and fire fighters, construction workers and engineers and many others.  These are direct jobs only, not even counting the indirect impact.  These also do not include jobs resulting from recovery act funds, received directly by municipalities, private firms and others.
Overall, we have consistently ranked in the top ten in the nation in putting recovery funds to work on the streets, and we are doing so in every region of the Commonwealth.

We have over $800 million more in Recovery Act dollars in the works, in various stages of contracting to move other new projects.  (That doesn’t even count the projects we are doing as a part of state bonding investments.)  So, we are looking forward to even greater benefit to our people in the months ahead.  But the point is that, in Massachusetts, the Recovery Act is working.
To be clear, many challenges remain.  As long as so many people are out of work and so many lives are disrupted, we are still in crisis – so we have to keep at it.  But this is a hopeful sign.  We are moving in the right direction.
I want to thank Secretary Gonzalez, Jeffrey Simon and their team for their careful oversight and stewardship of this program.  Special thanks to our Congressional delegation in Washington for their support and hard work to secure this funding.  And thanks to state government workers for moving quickly and with care to put available dollars to work for our neighbors across the Commonwealth. 
[validators]

Thank you and I am happy to take your questions.
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