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Good afternoon.  When I learned that Senator Kennedy and Senator Kerry had nominated Carmen Ortiz as the next U.S. Attorney for Massachusetts, I was once again reminded of our Commonwealth’s unique character, of our distinctive need to do things first.  Whether it is the launching of a revolution or nominating the first woman and Hispanic U.S. Attorney in Massachusetts history, we like to be first.


But what I most admire about this state is that we are never satisfied with simply being at the head of the pack.  It’s what we do next that counts.  When people ask Douglas Wilder from Virginia, the first African-American elected governor, what it means to be first, he says, “First only matters if there is a second.”  That same spirit is a driving force in Massachusetts, and I know Carmen believes in it, too.  And we see reason to believe in it throughout the legal world, from Attorney General Holder to Justice Sotomayor.  


While she is the first, she will be a tireless advocate for the people of the Bay State.  In this country, there will always be an unquenchable thirst for justice.  Whether it is a silent cry from the voiceless or a concert of our fellow citizens demanding fairness under the law, Carmen Ortiz will hear it and respond with action, courage and conviction.  Her track record of putting the people’s rights first is an inspiration, proof that dignity, integrity and a steadfast commitment to the law can and will trump those who think they live outside the boundaries of society.  


But I know to Carmen this is not simply a job.  She is here because she answered a calling in the marrow of her bones.  For more than 20 years, her professional life has been devoted to ensuring fairness in our communities.  It is a passion that stems from her childhood and from her own ability to always move forward, whatever the obstacles or challenges in her way.  Especially in these times, with the myriad issues before us as a country and a Commonwealth, we need that character in public service.  We need that ability to look to the horizon, see how the world should be, and then the courage to take action and make it thus.  Carmen Ortiz has an abundance of that character.  In my eyes, she is proof not just that the American Story is alive and well, but that it is within the grasp of anyone willing to work for their dreams.   


Her belief in opportunity, justice and fair play make her not just a great U.S. Attorney, but also an integral member of our community here in Massachusetts.  The people of our Commonwealth should be proud and grateful that President Obama nominated and the Senate confirmed someone of such high intellect, rigorous ethics and bottomless human compassion.  Carmen, you will no doubt uncover new twists and unexpected events during your tenure, but know that you enter into them with the trust and the confidence of the people you are here to serve.  You are a wonderful public servant and an asset to the Commonwealth and the nation.  Thank you.
