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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas Many in our community are deeply concerned about the pressing problem of sexual assault and domestic violence in our Commonwealth; and 
W

hereas  In 2007, there were 37 incidents of domestic violence homicides, resulting in the murder of 29 women, eight men and five children, plus an additional 13 suicides of perpetrators, representing nearly three times as many incidents and deaths occurred in 2005; and  
W

hereas On one day in September 2007, 36 Massachusetts domestic violence programs provided services to more than 1,300 domestic violence victims; and 
W

hereas Between July 1, 2005 and June 30, 2006, 2,582 unduplicated incidents of sexual assault were reported to Massachusetts Department of Public Health funded Rape Crisis Centers and Llámanos, the statewide Spanish language helpline; and 
W

hereas The White Ribbon Day Campaign believes that most men want to make a positive contributions to ending this violence; and  
W

hereas Through public awareness, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts hopes to encourage the adoption of practices and policies that support survivors, hold offenders accountable and prevent such violence, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim February 14th, 2008, to be
White Ribbon Day  
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this fourteenth day of February, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
