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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas The Commonwealth of Massachusetts takes great pride in our long and constructive history with Japan; and
W

hereas On May 7, 1843, Captain William Whitfield of Fairhaven, Massachusetts brought Manjiro Nakahama of Nakanohama, Japan to his home, where he was educated and became the first Japanese to become a citizen and reside in the United States of America; and
W

hereas  In 1987, the Fairhaven/New Bedford—Tosashimizu Sister City Committee was formed with mandates from the town of Fairhaven, Massachusetts and the city of New Bedford, Massachusetts to establish and promote a sister-city relationship with the city of Tosashimizu, Kochi Prefecture, Japan, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, on behalf of the citizens on the Commonwealth extend our best wishes and congratulations to the Whitfield-Manjiro Friendship House, which commemorates the long time relationship between:
Japan

&

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this seventh day of May,  in the year two thousand and nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-second.
               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
