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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas According to the National Sleep Foundation, 1 in 5 drivers report dozing behind the wheel and approximately 11 million drivers admit they have crashed, or nearly crashed, because they were too tired to

 drive; and
W

hereas The National Highway Transportation Safety Administration estimates that there are 100,000 reported crashes, 1,550 deaths, 71,000 injuries and $12.5 billion in monetary losses annually in the United

 States due to drowsy driving; and
W

hereas Research suggests that driving while drowsy slows reaction time, decreases awareness, impairs judgment and increases your risk of crashing, estimating that 24 hours without sleep is equal to having a

 blood alcohol content of 0.10%; and

W

hereas Through public awareness, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seeks to ensure that individuals are educated on how to recognize the signs of sleepiness behind the wheel and prevent fatigue-related

 crashes,
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim November 5th - 12th, 2007, to be
Drowsy Driving Awareness Week
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this first day of November, in the year two thousand and seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth        
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
