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4 Proclamation
BHis Excellency Governor Deval L. Patrick




W

hereas The Navajo code talkers took part in every United States Marines conflict in the Pacific from 1942 to 1945. They served in all six Marine divisions, Marine Raider battalions and Marine parachute units, transmitting messages by telephone and radio in their native language; and 
W

hereas Philip Johnston, a World War I veteran and the son of missionary Navajos, knew of the military’s search for a secret code during the early days of World War II. He proposed that the Marines adopt the Navajo language to use as a basis for code due to the unwritten language’s complexity; and 
W

hereas At Iwo Jima, Major Howard Connor, 5th Marine Division signal officer, stated, "Were it not for the Navajos, the Marines would never have taken Iwo Jima." Connor had six Navajo code talkers working around the clock during the first two days of the battle who sent and received over 800 messages, all without error; and 
W

hereas  The code was never broken or de-coded by the Japanese Empire, Nazi Germany or the Fascist Regime of Italy; and 
W

hereas This week one of the original Navajo code talkers, Chester Nez, will be visiting several educational institutions throughout the North Shore. We are grateful for his service and his dedication to country is an inspiration to us all; and 
W

hereas By using the Ancient Navajo language, the Navajo code talkers were a key secret weapon for the allies and were able to save countless American lives during the Second World War, 
N

ow, Therefore, I, Deval L. Patrick, Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, do hereby proclaim April 13th – 19th, 2008, to be,
Navajo Code Talkers Week 
And urge all the citizens of the Commonwealth to take cognizance of this event and participate fittingly in its observance.

Given at the Executive Chamber in Boston, this first day of April, in the year two thousand and eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America, the two hundred and thirty-first.

               





By His Excellency                  








Deval L. Patrick                       









Governor of the Commonwealth           

       William Francis Galvin               

Secretary of the Commonwealth   
God Save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
