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Good evening, I’m Governor Patrick.  I’m sorry I can’t be with you all tonight, but I wanted to send my thanks to you for the great work MassVOTE does. 

The right to vote is a fundamental part of our democratic process; it’s the way in which every citizen can help to shape the fate of our community and our country.   

In June, voting rights took a disappointing turn backward after the Supreme Court’s decision in Shelby County v. Holder.  With so many jurisdictions moving to limit access to the ballot, and politics so racially polarized in the so-called ‘covered’ states, the Court seems prepared to look the other way.  It will be up to Congress to fix the Voting Rights Act, and up to voters to give us a Congress that can.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The right to vote, without hindrance, is an essential tool for a strong democracy.  And MassVOTE, which advocates so tirelessly and so well, helps to keep that democracy strong.  When people vote and otherwise participate, we get better government – not one that attempts to solve every problem in every person’s life, but one that helps people help themselves.

Thank you for all that you to make our Commonwealth better. 

Enjoy your evening. 
