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Thank you everyone for being here.  I’m thrilled to join Congresswoman Tsongas, who has been a champion for Massachusetts and this area in getting much-needed federal dollars back here.   Today’s event is yet another example of the ongoing impact and importance of the federal Recovery Act, in terms of community health, infrastructure improvements and – most importantly – jobs.
I would also like to applaud the hard work of the Division of Municipal Services at DEP.  These state employees have done a great deal of work in a short period of time, incorporated new reporting and tracking responsibilities, and helped devise an excellent implementation strategy.  I’d like to single out Steve McCurdy, Joe Delaney, Jack Hamm and the rest of the good people in that division for their tireless work.  

ARRA allocations have kicked the State Revolving Fund into overdrive this financing round.  Its principle forgiveness and low-interest loans are now supporting more than 120 projects across the state, leveraging total construction spending of nearly $800 million dollars to water infrastructure improvements.  Planned projects have been accelerated, new projects have been scheduled.  

Often I’m asked the question, “What does that mean for me?”  
First of all, it means that taken together, these water projects alone will create direct construction jobs for estimated 4,000 people this spring
 -- some 70 at this facility alone
.

It means cleaner drinking water for our citizens, in Maynard and elsewhere. 

It means improved water quality in lakes, ponds, rivers and streams like the Assabet.

And through subsidized “green infrastructure” improvements at water facilities, it means costs savings.  Waterworks account for up to 30 percent of municipal electric bills – making efficiency upgrades and installing renewable energy systems saves taxpayers money.
Now I’ll admit: capital projects are not sexy.  It’s easy to get lost in the jargon and the acronym alphabet soup.  But this project is just one more example of how the Commonwealth is getting back on track and back to work.  Jobs today, growth and savings tomorrow, and an occasion to celebrate for all.

Thank you so much.

� The calculation is $800M total, $600M in construction costs, 1/3 of that to employee salaries = $200M, $200M at $50K per employee = 4,000 – source Utility Contractor Association of New England


� Same formula





